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ABSTRACT

This paper introduces a series of African and Asian case studies on environment and development. It explores the tension
between optimistic and pessimistic interpretations of environmental maintenance and transformation. It critically examines
political ecology and eco-populism before analysing underlying models of governance, social justice and human rights. Key
concepts in understanding the relationship between environment and development are discussed, including security, sustainable
livelihoods, coping and entitlements. The paper ends with a discussion of marginality and vulnerability with particular attention
to urban and informal sector environments. Copyright © 2001 John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
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INTRODUCTION

This collection of eight papers examines aspects of the creation, maintenance, degradation and restoration of
environments in subSaharan Africa and South Asia. Different components of natural environments and rural and
urban environments are included. The papers consider the agendas, actions and consequences of the actions of
different agents: states and their bureaucracies; the formal and informal sectors; civil society; local communities
and local power groups; non-governmental organizations (NGOs) businesses; households and individuals. Taken
together, the papers give a snapshot of the state of play in two areas of the Third World that have, during the last 20
years, been seen as paradigm cases of environmental degradation and environmental crises, though subsequently
reassessed as examples of successful environmental management.

Two of the papers relate to urban environments, a relatively neglected area in studies of environmental
degradation. Both consider the use and development of land left over from mainstream urban planned
development. Such land is usually left out of the planned urban system because it is of low environmental quality
and much is hazardous, perphaps because flooding or through unstability. Emmel and Soussan review the
processes through which empoverished (or marginal) people, unable to access the formal land market, colonize
marginal land in Mumbai, stabilize and protect this land and add services for water and sewage. Howorth, Convery
and O’Keefe examine the significance and characteristics of urban agriculture, which occupies almost a quarter of
the land in Dar es Salaam. The activity is illegal, but valuable, in creating a living for the poor and improving the
quality of degraded and hazardous environment. In both Mumbai and Dar es Salaam, the significant support to
livelihoods is achieved against opposition from the formal planning and political systems. Like many of the
activities of the informal sector, these improvements are major and uncharged benefits to the cities (Bugnicourt,
2000). In Mumbeai, these activities are aided by a community, based or ganization (CBO) in Dar es Salaam the
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